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NEEL AKASHER NEECHE
(UNDER THE BLUE SKY)

Calcutta 1930......The Ruler's oppression and the people's resistance.
...... Those unforgettable days !

And that unforgettable man...... Wang Loo, the Chinese hawker !

It so happens that one day, Wang, after a day's futile attempt to sell
some of his merchandise, goes to Basanti's house and knocks at her door.

Basanti is a political worker, comes from an upper-middle class family,
wife of the young barrister Rajat Roy. While Raiat is passionately inclined
towards the gaudy life of the Idle Rich Society, his wife Basantl has
completely identified herself with the great national struggle for
inderendence.

Hawkers, as a rule, are persuasive talkers, and Wang is no exception.
A small table cloth is at last sold to Basanti who, on principle, does not
trade with foreigners. Wang is thankful to the lady not so much for the
purchase as for the kind treatment he receives.

Wang walks along the street. Something seems to stir within him, a
secret emotion roused by the words of sympathy from this unknown
purchaser. Wang's thoughts go down the memory lane...... A distant
village in North-East China......a little family—brother and sister...... and a
little happiness...The rest is a bia event. It is disquieting, it is tormenting—
the loss of the sister.

Once again Wang appears before Basanti and produces about a dozen
beautifully embreidered hankies., These are his presentations to the
‘Sister’ |

Rajat comes to know about the hankies and the table cloth, and is
pleasantly amused. He buys a silk sari from a fashionable shop and
presents the same to his wife. Basanti, a habitual Khadi wearer as she 18,
refuses to accept the sari asa result of which Rajat's feeling is violently
cshaken. The situation becomes embarassing.

For obvious reasons the relation between the husband and the wife
continues to be stiff, the difference widens ; and one day Wang is driven
out of the house.

Chinese New Year Day. Once again Wang appears before Basanti
with that familiar Chinese greeting—'KUNGSHI SINYA'!

Rajat gets furious. Basanti makes frantic effort to silense him The
situation goes out of control. A poor Chinese hawker thus becomes
instrumental in bringing to lightthe inherent differences between the
husband and the wife. The personalities clash.

When there is quarrel upstairs, Wang quietly leaves the room leaving
the packet of presentation on the table.

Years psss...A lot of things happen...Congress 1s declared 1llegal...
Basanti is arrested...... violence, repression, cruelty and stupidity of the
Imperialist power...

And on the top of it Japan attacks China...Reactions all over the
world...Appeal to Overseas Chinese to come and fight the Japs......

Wang Loo takes a deczision......
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